


SB 534- Oath of Persons Admitted to Rgoctice

Law In Texas L

* Amends section 82.037 of the Government Code
taken by all attorneys admitted to practice law infl&xas so a
require attorneys to conduct themselves, “with rity an
dealing and communicating with the court an ties.”

* Effective Date: May 15, 2015
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HB 7 — Repeal of Occupation Ta

A o
 HB 7 addresses the use of certain statutorily-dedicatedgevenue arfd

!

he

includes provision that repeal various occupation taxes fincluding
$200 annual attorney occupation tax.




SB — 735 Availability and Use of Certain Evi@énce in
Connection with an Award of Exemplary Di ages

* SB 735 amends section 41.011 of the Civil Practice and emedles
Code (CPRC) to define “net worth” to mean “the total J8sets of a
person minus the total liabilities of the person on a dajagletermined
appropriate by the trial court.”

the following language: lfa party requests net wor,
this section, the court shall presume that the requ
adequate time for the d/scovery of facted '

e
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Worth For Exemplary Damages Claim

* SB 735 also adds section 41.0115 to the CPRC, which p V|des as
follows:

* (a) On the motion of a party and after notice and a h
court may authorize discovery of evidence of a defenflajt$ net worth

demonstrated a substantial likelihood of success o
claim for exemplary CEINERES
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sponse to discovery. I
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Sec. 41.0115 — Discovery of Evidencelgf Net
Worth For Exemplary Damages C/a/m Cont. )

e (B) If a trial court authorizes discovery under Subsectio (a) “the
court’s order may only authorize use of the least burdeffsome
method available to obtain the net worth.

ery of net
a consifier
z

* (C) When reviewing an order authorizing or denying dis
worth evidence under this section, the reviewing cofirt
only the evidence submitted by the partles to the
support or opposition to the motion




SB 627 — Certain Publications that lgire
Privileged and Not Grounds for a L/be_ ctign

 SB 627 amends sectlon 73 005 of the CPRC (Defamati n I\/Iltlgatlon

not grounds for a libel action.

* It also adds the following section: [t]hIS sectlon d

lessen any other defense, remed ' ity, or privilege available
under other constitutiong tutory, a\i mon |3VM'E“
provisions.” A _ LS dh . o
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Slide 7

EJM(1 CPRC 73.005 merely makes truth an defense to the libel action.
Engelhart, Judge Mike (DCA), 10/30/2015



SB 627 — Certain Publications that are Pri

and Not Grounds for a Libel Action (Ca
* Effective Date: May 28, 2015. £ N

* The changes implemented by SB 627 apply only to “acc



for Purposes of Certain Claims®

* HB 1403 amends the deflmtlon of “health care I|ab|I|ty~ laim” in
laim file
er’s

se or heir.

against an employer by an employee not covered by
compensation insurance or the employee’s survivin

* Effective Date: September 1, 2015.

* The change in law made by HB 1403 applies only
that accrues on or after the ef_ S CEi
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EJM(2 This was in response to cases holding that employee slip and fall in waiting area was health care liability claim.
Engelhart, Judge Mike (DCA), 10/30/2015



SB 1135 — Creation of Civil and Criminal
for Disclosure or Promotion of Intimate
Material £ N

depicted in “intimate visual material” if:

* (1) the defendant discloses the “intimate visual materia itho | :
effective consent of the depict_r‘ RErSON;™ . NN ~
MNal” aeasioh ;. defendant Med ]
ae { perso‘n had a reasonable
ial would remain private;




Slide 10

EJM(3 apparently the only new private cause of action created.
Engelhart, Judge Mike (DCA), 10/30/2015



SB 1135 — Creation of Civil and Criminal
for Disclosure or Promotion of Intimate
Material (Cont.) g e

* (3) the disclosure of the “intimate visual material” causes harm
depicted person; and

disclosure of the “intimate visual material.”
: A defendant will also be IiabIe for dauages 0 aNperson deplcted in the

haracter anh




SB 1135 — Creation of Civil and Criminal lgability
for Disclosure or Promotion of Intimate Wisual
Material (Cont.) g’

* A person damaged by the disclosure or promotion of t
visual material can collect actual and exemplary dam
attorney’s fees. The unlawful disclosure of the “intimgt

material” will be a Class A misdemeanor under sectign
Penal Code.

e Effective Date: September 1, 2015. The changes to the CPRC will ap
only to a cause of action that.ae

HECT .%he effective datery
il oy \N al erial disclOSEOror

intimat
, Costs %d
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SB 455 — Creation of a Special Three-
District Court ¥

* SB 455 amends the Government Code to create a proc ural
mechanism that allows the Attorney General to petitiopghe Chief

Justice of the Supreme Court for the formation of a sp | three-
judge panel to hear certain cases in which the State

officer or agency of the State is a defendant.

. Proceedlngs In front t of the three-Judge panel wil

‘f or tHe\Texe
ducatlon o] statejudlualdlstrlcts —

4“%




SB 455 — Creation of a Special Three{4udge
District Court A

-

A petition filed by the Attorney General under SB 455 sfays aII
proceedings in the district court in which the case wa
Chief Justice acts on the petition.

General, the Chief Justice must grant the petition
transferring the case to a special three-judge cou



SB 455 — Creation of a Special Three{4udge
District Court (Cont.) A&




SB 455 — Creation of a Special Three{4udge

District Court (Cont.) M}

* The three-judge court must sit in the county in which tlRg case wa
filed and would be subject to the Texas Rules of Civil Pgigedure;
provided, however, the Supreme Court may promulgagefules for the

operation of the three-judge courts.

* Appeals from and appealable interlocutory order orffinal;
the three-judge court will be directly to the Supre
Supreme Court may adopt ruIe or appals from the special thrsg-

judge court. = il — _——
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HB 1492 — Trust Claims in Asbestos- o

Related Injury Cases A
* HB 1492 amends Chapter 90 of the CPRC by adding Su e

require a claimant who has filed an action to recover dgghages forfan
asbestos- or silica-related injury to make a “trust clai ainst edch
trust that the claimant believes may owe damages tofth& §laimant for

the injury. 4
* HB 1492 also requires the claimant to serve on ea nt nltl

of a trust claim, and trust claim ma.ter tmg to, each trust clalm
made by or on behalf of tha@xposeds ~ “—\

AN )




HB 1492 — Trust Claims in Asbestos- o
Related Injury Cases ( Cont. ) A

e Under HB 1492, a multi-district litigation pretrial court will be
prohibited from remanding an action to a trial court u 1
claimant has: (1) made each required trust claim; and
trust claim material relating to those claims.

proceedings by presenting a list of asbestos or sili
dlsclosed by the claimant agaln efendant in good fﬂyh
8.2 S shiclaim. ~ —




HB 1492 — Trust Claims in Asbestos- of5Silica-

Related Injury Cases (Cont.) A

* The trial court is required to grant the motion to stay if fhe court
determines the claimant is likely to receive compensatig@ from a t%ust
identified by the motion.

* The stay continues until the claimant provides proof ghat§the claimant
has made the claim and served notice of, and trust claimfm@terial }
relating to, the claim.

* Effective Date: September 1, 2Q1oahhewek esgjfectuated by Hﬁ, =
el Sl iR G e e Ratie sy S¥IMEnces on ofeey the™="
effective da I Stdate. | =~




HB 1692 — Doctrine of Forum Non Confeéniens

 HB 1692 amends sections 71.051(e) and (h) of the CPRC/top.novf - -
that a court may not stay or dismiss a plaintiff’s claim ug@er the
iff is eithkr a

forum non conveniens provisions of the CPRC if the plaj
legal resident of Texas or a “derivative claimant” of a |
resident.

must be made “with respect to each plalntlff witho
whether the claim of any other_ be.styed or dlsmlss@.”“
if Sit enshlp or'mal =)

origin.”



HB 1692 — Doctrine of Forum Non Congéniens

(Cont.) s ' I
S8idents and
ctors

PRC an

s the claim

* If the case involves both plaintiffs who are legal Texas r
plaintiffs who are not, the trial court must consider th
provided by the forum non conveniens provisions of t
determine whether to deny the motion or to stay or i
of any plaintiff who is not a legal Texas resident.

* HB 1692 eliminates the “legal re5|dent definition
adds a definition for ”derlvatlve 3 “awhich means “a persg
whose damages were caygs VG5 |

death of anothe




HB 1692 — Doctrine of Forum Non Congéniens
(Cont.) A

* The bill also adds an exclusion to the definition of “plai&iff” to state
that the term does not include “a representative, admipdstrator,
guardian, or next friend who is not otherwise a deriva claimant of
a legal resident of this state.”

* Effective Date: June 16, 2015.







HB 230 — Recovery of Attorney’s Fe@s in
Certain Civil Cases |

institution of the state, or a political subdivision.
* The bill would have further provided that the am

38.001 does not affect any other statyte that permits the recovery
cgvefitiental entigiasilisted in thegiatite®
T R i’ -




HB 24 /- Limitations on Certain Actionsgarising

Out of Attorney’s Fee Agreemen

* HB 247 sought to place limitations on claims that coul g
under contingent fee agreements that comply with thgstatute.

agreements in which an attorney represented two e clients
and entered into an aggregate settlement agreemeht of tRe clien
claims if the agreement expressly disclosed: |
* (1) the existence and nature of all cIalm as involved;

cllent in thdf"n"&,‘
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HB 24 /- Limitations on Certain Actionsgarising
Out of Attorney’s Fee Agreemeppi_(_ nt.)

* HB 247 would have permitted a party to bring a claim
an agreement subject to the statute only on the groun
agreement was obtained by corruption, coercion, for ud, or

voIvitng




HB 24 /- Limitations on Certain Actionsgarising

Out of Attorney’s Fee Agreements (G

1) fully disclosed, read, understood, and voluntarily en Sred into T all

parties to the agreement; 2) fair, accepted, reasonablef@nd made}in
the best interests of the parties by the parties or throyghttheir

* On the motion of a party, a court would have been gequike§ to L
dismiss with prejudice any action mvolvmg cIalms
agreement that was subject to LB



* Feedback?
* Questions?
* [deas?

* Next Steps?




THANK YOU




