Harris County
Domestic Violence Court                                                                                                                                                                                                                         280th District Court                                                                                                                                                                                                                              1200 Congress, 1st Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-368-6420
   (Revised 10/1/15)
Internet Address:  www.justex.net      Follow the links to Family Court and then to 280th Court.
File Application For Protective Order at 280th District Court, 1200 Congress, 1st Floor.
***For efiling ALWAYS select case type Protective Order, no matter what the document is, you will be given an opportunity to name the document under filing description.

*** NOTE:  All filing portals are not the same, some charge and some do not for protective order filings See Tex.Fam. Code §81.002 “NO FEE FOR APPLICANT”
Style of the case will be:  APPLICANT’S NAME vs. RESPONDENT’S NAME

NOTE:  DO NOT use “In the Matter of the Marriage of”
See Tex.Fam. Code §82.001 and §82.004
1) 
All Applications for Protective Order pursuant to Title 4 of the Family Code are assigned separate cause numbers in the 280th District Court.  If an application for protective order is filed at the same time as a petition for divorce or a suit affecting the parent-child relationship, the application for protective order is still a separate cause and the pleadings should not be intertwined in the same document.
If the Application for Protective Order is filed during the pendency of a divorce or SAPCR case, or after the final judgment has been signed in such a case, the Application for Protective Order is still a separate case and cause number assigned to the 280th District Court of Harris County.
2)   
ONLY ONE RESPONDENT may be included in an application.

3)   
SERVICE ON RESPONDENT.   Applicant MUST fill out a Civil Process Request Form.  
For Harris County service, the citation is served at no charge to the applicant by the Constable’s office.  Private process service is at the expense of the Applicant.  For private service Applicant may pick up the citation and route to the serving agent of Applicant’s choice.  For this service, the charge will be as agreed between Applicant and the serving agent.  For out-of-county service, the Applicant must pick up the citation and deliver to proper constable in the relevant County, where service is at no charge to the applicant if agency has reciprocal agreement with Harris County.    

4)    
TO OBTAIN A KICK-OUT ORDER requiring the respondent to vacate the residence, the Applicant must appear and testify in person.  No exceptions.  No phone testimony.  Check with the clerk for a time to appear.
5)   
EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY EX PARTE PROTECTIVE ORDER:  If service is not obtained, Applicant may submit a request for extension of a Temporary Ex Parte Protective Order together with a proposed order in the form found on this website under:  “ORDER EXTENDING TEMPORARY EX PARTE ORDER AND RESETTING HEARING ON PROTECTIVE ORDER.” 
 If service has been had, Applicant and Respondent may submit an agreed order for an extension of the Temporary Ex Parte Protective Order for one extension only for a date NOT more than 14 days from date of hearing .

6)   
BE SURE TO FILE A COMPLETED ADDRESS FORM.
  
BE SURE TO BRING A COMPLETED ADDRESS FORM AND TCIC FORM TO THE HEARING to obtain a final Protective Order.  Address form and TCIC form can be found on this website under:  “PROTECTIVE ORDER ADDRESS FORM” AND “ TEXAS CRIME INFORMATION CENTER (TCIC) FORM.”
  
Any “Information about Respondent to Aid Law Enforcement Officers” MUST be on a separate page, and NOT part of the Temporary or Final Protective Order itself.  This information must be marked as sensitive data.
7) HELPFUL INTERNET SITES FOR PRO SE APPLICANTS

TEXAS SUPREME COURT’s Protective Order Kit:   

http://www.texaslawhelp.org 

OR

HOUSTON BAR ASSOCIATION:   

www.hba.org click on Domestic Violence 

