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Shooting STAR: Yvonne E.
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    When Yvonne E. graduated on January 3, 2005, she was overwhelmed by her accomplishments during her time in the STAR program.  The new year reminded her of all the opportunities that still lay before her and all the hope she had for her new sober life.  She read a poem that she wrote to the court about how STAR granted her a second chance.  

    Today, Yvonne still writes 

poetry to express her gratitude for the success she has in recovery.  Her work inspires others she meets in both the STAR program and treatment centers.  She even dedicated a poem to comedian Chris Rock for his efforts with a Hurricane Katrina victims’ shelter, a facility where Yvonne is a landlord.

     Yvonne works at a treatment facility for women, and she says that her connection to those in treatment “strengthens (her) recovery everyday.”  Her hard work after graduating from the STAR program paid off—she lives in her own place and recently purchased a new car. 

     Yvonne says STAR Court staff and Mary Covington “listened” to her, allowing her to trust the program and work it to the best of her ability.  Yvonne recently spoke to the STAR III docket to tell her story and encourage other STAR participants to focus on their goals of recovery.   

     Brigid’s Hope, a women’s transitional facility, also helped her accomplish her goals by instilling her with pride and responsibility.  She says that Brigid’s Hope “protected (her) with a home, a mentor, material things, support groups, and lots of love.”

     The confidence and independence that Yvonne demonstrates for other STAR members encourages recovery efforts among her peers.  Because of STAR, her sponsor, and everyone in her recovery, she says her “life is so happy and peaceful.”

Judge Wilkinson and the STAR I Docket

    Since the STAR program began in September of 2003, District Judge Michael Wilkinson has presided over the Monday STAR I Docket.  Clients and court staff alike appreciate his kindness and positive attitude.  Judge Wilkinson is committed to providing an engaging courtroom setting to address the issues in drug court. 

    Like the other STAR judges, 

339th District Court Judge Caprice Cosper and 338th District Court Judge Brock Thomas, Judge Wilkinson volunteers his time to the STAR program in addition to his regular docket in the 179th District Court.  His connection with both clients and the Drug Court Team allows the program to operate smoothly and efficiently.

(Continued on page 2)

Judge Wilkinson—Continued from Page 1

    Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor Roseanna Ruiz works with the STAR program and Judge Wilkinson.  She claims that the judge “saved (her) life because he believed that there was hope” in addiction recovery.  Over 15 years ago, Ms. Ruiz was in the judge’s court because of her drug addiction, and Judge Wilkinson sent her to the Substance Abuse Felony Punishment Facility (SAFPF), 

     Ms. Ruiz now has 11 and half years of sobriety.  She believes that, through the STAR program, the judge saves other peoples’ lives, too.  He understands the benefits of alternatives to incarceration, and his commitment to this effort helps both individuals and society “by making it a safer community.”

    Fellow District Judge Debbie Stricklin also praises Judge Wilkinson’s legal expertise and friendship.  She says, “He is an absolute expert at multi-tasking and he can usually always come up with a creative solution to problems.”  His sense of humor and devotion to the drug court concept make him a valued member of the STAR program and the Houston community.  
Stellar Support Program—HAWC 

    For almost thirty years, the Houston Area Women’s Center (HAWC) has served numerous women, men, and children in the battle against domestic and sexual violence.  The mission statement focuses on empowering women to advance their roles, rights and well-being in their homes and communities. 

    HAWC employs over 120 volunteers that dedicate their time, energy, and goods to helping those in need of shelter and support services.  HAWC’s extensive residential facility, counseling services, and crisis intervention hotlines serve thousands of women in the Houston area every year.

    Pam Ellis is one of those volunteers that provides outstanding services to women in need of individual counseling.  She works with survivors of sexual abuse and domestic violence.  The STAR program is grateful for her expert knowledge and her dedication to working with recovering addicts and their abuse history.  


    The residential facility at HAWC provides 125 clients with living arrangements, group and individual counseling services, and children’s centers, including an onsite school and daycare.  

The shelter even offers advocacy services to help women file Victim Compensation claims, research and assess housing options, and obtain general legal assistance.  

    Women that are not in the residential facility also receive expert counseling and advocacy services.  HAWC provides children and teens with counseling and court services and offers outreach education throughout the Houston area.   

    HAWC gladly accepts monetary aid and specific items for donation.  Visit www.hawc.org for more information.

Saying Goodbye—Delia Canamar 

    STAR case manager Delia Canamar recently received a promotion, and, while we are happy for her accomplishments, we are very sorry to see her leave the STAR Drug Court team.  Ms. Canamar began working with the program in September of 2003, and primarily served the STAR I docket. 

    During her years with STAR, she managed over 100 clients, all of whom will miss her very much.  Change is difficult for both the clients and the Drug Court Staff, but we are very proud of our friend.  

    Ms. Canamar set the example for the Drug Court Team with her enthusiasm and personal connection to her clients.  To many of the Drug Court team, she is a close friend.  Program manager Mary Covington says, “Delia is one my pillars of strength in STAR, and her knowledge and friendship will be sorely missed.”

STAR Court Announcements



STAR Program’s 

March  Graduation

This spring we will graduate several deserving members of our STAR program.  Please join us on Thursday March 2nd and Monday March 6th at 3 pm in the STAR Courtroom to celebrate the achievements of our clients’ stellar success.  The next STAR graduation will be on the 1st and 5th of June.  

Early Termination

of Probation

This January, the STAR program terminated the probation of several successful STAR Alumni.  These men and women are the first graduates of the STAR program to complete all components of STAR, and they give hope and support to all of our other clients.  

Business Etiquette 

The STAR program proudly announces a short seminar on business etiquette for all STAR clients.  During court on March 13, CEO and founder of Club Etiquette GiGi Lewis will speak to clients about the essentials of proper behavior.  All STAR Alumni are welcome to attend.  



STAR Drug Court Program

1201 Franklin, 14th Floor

Houston, TX 77002

For more information, please contact

 Mary Covington at 713-755-4610.
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Judge Wilkinson SAVED MY LIFE!  . . .  It is an honor and a privilege to see him work with the STAR Court.


                 --Roseanna Ruiz





Standing Tall 


When we came into this life we had no choice you see


For God had a purpose for both you and me





And as we traveled on this journey sometimes life seemed so unfair


But we must never give up, oh no we do not dare





We look within and there we will find


The strength that we need, it was there all the time





For each of us have gifts in which we possess


And the bumps on the road, it is only a test





We must always believe for faith is the key


It is what is necessary if we want to be free





When we started this program it was a blessing indeed


For we were rebuilding our lives and had many needs








This program is here to give you Hope


For it teaches you how to live and also how to cope





And God is there as He takes your hand


You listen and learn and develop a plan





And here is the day that you get to Stand Tall


Because you strived to make it, determined not to fall





It is truly an honor to see the beauty that we have achieved


Always continue to use your tools and always believe





There is so much of life still waiting for us to see


I look forward to seeing what God has for each of us to be.





By: Yvonne 
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